	
	American Association of Critical-Care Nurses

Circle of Excellence Awards

Program Information

	Nomination process opens

April 15

Deadline

August 1
Submission guidelines

Entry forms, instructions and restrictions are posted at www.aacn.org/awards

Selection

Eligible nominations are reviewed by an AACN volunteer selection committee
Notification

Nominees will be notified by December 31
Presentation

Awards are presented at the annual AACN National Teaching Institute and Critical Care Exposition
Contact us

Lynda Benedetto

American Association of 
Critical-Care Nurses

101 Columbia

Aliso Viejo CA 92656

T 800.394.5995 Ext. 371

F 949.448 5541
E awards@aacn.org

www.aacn.org/awards


	PURPOSE

The Circle of Excellence awards recognize and showcase excellent outcomes by individuals in the care of acutely and critically ill patients and their families. The awards program is designed to align with the association’s mission and vision focusing on outcomes responsive to professional and environmental issues in acute and critical care nursing. Up to 25 individuals will receive awards each year and become permanent members of the new AACN Circle of Excellence Society.  

CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE SOCIETY

The Circle of Excellence Society will permanently connect award recipients to one another and to AACN creating a network of experts who continually generate innovation and excellence in acute and critical care. 

CRITERIA

· Relentlessly promotes patient-driven excellence

· Models skilled communication, true collaboration, effective decision making and meaningful recognition

· Transforms thinking, structures and processes to address challenges and remove barriers to advance patient-driven excellence

· Furthers AACN’s mission and key initiatives at influential forums

· Enriches own and other organizations by influencing and mentoring others in achieving excellence

· Achieves visible results that validate impact of individual leadership contribution to organizational excellence

THE AWARD
Recipients receive an honorarium of $1,000 and complimentary registration to attend the AACN National Teaching Institute and Critical Care Exposition.
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The following materials are required for a complete nomination and must be submitted at the same time by the nominator. Self nominations are not accepted.
· Nomination form

· Nominator’s Overview Summary and Criteria Evaluation form
· Nominee’s curriculum vitae

· 2 Overview Summary and Criteria Evaluation forms completed by references
· Optional additional material supporting how the nominee demonstrates outcomes associated with the award criteria (not to exceed 5 pages).


