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Click to enter your full name. Earns Cardiac Surgery Certification

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2](ALISO VIEJO, Calif.) Insert Date – AACN Certification Corporation is pleased to announce that Click to enter your full name. recently achieved adult cardiac surgery subspecialty certification after successfully completing the nationally recognized CSC exam. Cardiac surgery certified nurses provide care to acutely/critically ill adult patients within the first 48 hours postoperatively and work in areas such as cardiovascular surgery, cardiothoracic surgery and post-anesthesia care units. 

The CSC credential is awarded to acute/critical care nurses who have passed the 90-question, two-hour exam and who meet the eligibility requirements for hours of clinical practice. Nurses who hold a clinical specialty nursing certification and complete a specific number of hours of direct care of acutely/critically ill adult cardiac surgery patients during the prior two years, with a portion of those hours accrued in the most recent year preceding application are eligible. 

The CSC credential is conferred for a period of three years. Certification renewal requires completion of a direct care clinical hour requirement and either retesting or completion of 25 continuing education recognition points specific to cardiac surgery, as well as possession of a current clinical nursing specialty certification and a current, unencumbered RN or APRN license. 

The importance of clinical certification to the health and well-being of patients in the U.S. has been well documented. Research studies specifically link certification to higher levels of job satisfaction, clinical knowledge, experience and skill. These studies found that certified nurses are particularly motivated to maintain clinical excellence even in rapidly changing acute and critical care environments. Further, the studies show that the achievement of certification serves as a tangible demonstration of an individual’s commitment to patients, families, employers and colleagues alike.

For more information about AACN or AACN Certification Corporation, visit www.aacn.org or call 800-899-2226.

AACN Certification Corporation contributes to consumer health and safety through comprehensive credentialing of nurses to ensure their practice is consistent with established standards of excellence in caring for acutely and critically ill patients and their families. 
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