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Purpose 
• AACN is accredited by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (ANCC).  

• Per ANCC, all activities awarding CE Contact Hours must be linked to an established professional competency 
and its originating professional source. 

• Competencies establish a clear purpose for the education and connect it to real-world nursing care. They guide 
the development of learning outcomes and ensure the activity is relevant to the target audience. 

• Educational activities are not intended to determine learner competency. The goal of selecting competencies is 
to ensure that educational content is relevant, actionable, and forward-looking. 

Requirements 
• The Nurse Planner must provide the established professional competency(ies) addressed by the activity and the 

professional source that developed them. 

• The selected competencies must align with the professional practice gap and be appropriate for the target 

audience. 

Example 
Activity Title: Recognizing early warning signs of sepsis 

Target Audience: Critical care nurses in the Chapter region 
Established Professional Competency: The nurse obtains comprehensive data pertinent to the situation and/or 

patient’s health.  
Source: AACN Scope and Standards for Critical Care Nursing Practice, Standard 1. 

AACN Professional Sources 

Activities with a target audience of RNs in Critical and/or Progressive Care: 

The AACN Synergy Model for Patient Care  

AACN Scope and Standards for Critical Care Nursing Practice            

AACN Scope and Standards for Progressive Care Nursing Practice 

Activities with target audience of RNs in general practice and/or a variety of specialties: 

American Nurses Association 

Activities with target audience of RNs in other nursing specialties: 

Association of Diabetes Care & Education Specialists 

Emergency Nurses Association  

Hospice and Palliative Nurses Association 

Association for Professionals in Infection Control and 

Epidemiology  

Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neonatal 

Nurses  

Association of PeriOperative Registered Nurses  

Academy of Medical Surgical Nurses 

American Organization for Nursing Leadership 

Oncology Nursing Society  

Society of Pediatric Nurses   

Association for Nursing Professional Development 

Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nurses Society  

Quality and Safety Education for Nurses 

 

https://www.aacn.org/-/media/aacn-website/nursing-excellence/standards/aacnsynergymodelforpatientcare.pdf?la=en&hash=9984AB2CF439B41D6EA0668C6F7489D88FA0F106
https://www.aacn.org/nursing-excellence/standards/aacn-scope-and-standards-for-critical-care-nursing-practice
https://www.aacn.org/nursing-excellence/standards/scope-and-standards-progressive-care-nursing-practice
https://www.nursingworld.org/practice-policy/scope-of-practice/
https://www.adces.org/practice/practice-documents/practice-competencies
https://www.ena.org/practice-resources
https://hpna.digitellinc.com/p/s/scope-standards-and-competencies-for-the-hospice-and-palliative-rn-and-aprn-ebook-1145
https://apic.org/professional-practice/infection-preventionist-ip-competency-model/
https://apic.org/professional-practice/infection-preventionist-ip-competency-model/
https://www.jognn.org/article/S0884-2175(23)00246-0/fulltext
https://www.jognn.org/article/S0884-2175(23)00246-0/fulltext
https://www.aorn.org/guidelines-resources/clinical-resources/standards-of-practice
https://amsn.org/Education/Competency-Framework
https://www.aonl.org/system/files/media/file/2023/03/AONL_CCDocument_031323_PRO.pdf
https://www.ons.org/oncology-nurse-generalist-competencies
https://www.pediatricnursing.org/article/S0882-5963(17)30618-8/fulltext
https://www.anpd.org/core-curriculum/scope-standards-of-practice-4th-ed-2022
https://www.wocn.org/education-resources/wocn-members-only/document-library/
https://www.qsen.org/competencies

